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Settling-In 
We wouldn’ t say things here are totally comfortable yet, but it is definitely getting easier 
and we do feel somewhat settled-in.  Our house is a lot better than it used to be and we are 
content with it for the time we will be spending here.  We do miss friends and family back 
home very much.  The kids seem happy here, but also miss 
home.  The kids are growing-up fast and Finley is changing 
the most.  Her words are coming along and her personality is 
starting to show. She is strong willed, aggressive and happy 
(as long as she gets her way) little girl.  Sam is a typical little 
boy and is very curious, especially when you tell him not to 
do something.  He loves to do boy things like sports, 
wrestling and eating fried grasshoppers (see photo).  Payton is 
enjoying kindergarten and is a keen student.  She loves to 
learn.  Payton does talk about her friends in Victoria very 
often.   
 
Tara’s Work 
Tara is most importantly loving, caring-for, and teaching the children.  She is home 
schooling Payton through kindergarten, and is really enjoying that.  Tara also visits a 
children’s recovery clinic down the street from our house.  During one of these visits Tara 
helped the mothers and patients at the clinic to make Christmas cards.  Tara could tell that 
doing crafts was a very new thing for most of these people.  They were fascinated by the  
stamps and were very excited when they realized they could actually take a card home. 
 
Jeff’s Work 
Jeff’s work on the Kinyamufura water project is wrapping up, and will focus more on 
finding future water projects.  Past ACTS water projects have been primarily gravity flow 
projects, however in many areas gravity flow projects are not possible because there are 
no nearby springs or water courses.  For these types of areas we have been looking into 
rainwater harvesting.  Rainwater harvesting is essentially installing a tank to capture 
runoff from the roofs of houses or buildings and storing it for future use.  For some houses 
this will also include replacing the papyrus roofs with corrugated metals roofs.   
 
Chr istmas 
Christmas was very different for us this year, but still great.  It was 
very hot and we don’ t think we will ever go to a warm place for 
Christmas again (it just doesn’ t feel right).  We had a Christmas tree 
that was pathetic (see photo), but the kids didn’ t mind.  Tara’s sister 
Julie arrived on December  19th with 1 of her 2 pieces of checked 
luggage.  The majority of her luggage was gifts from home.  So we 
opened some gifts on Christmas, and the rest on December 31st, when 
the second bag arrived.  It was so nice to receive things from home, 
mostly things we can’ t here.  To know that people were thinking of 
us makes us feel very loved.   
 

 
 
Getting Away 
In December we managed to get away from Mbarara a few times.  This included trips to 
the capital Kampala, Queen Elizabeth Park National Park, Lake Bunyoni and Jinga.   
 
Kampala – Jeff went with eight other members of the ACTS team and 
ran a half marathon (see photo).  Tara also went to Kampala later in the 
month with a couple of ladies.  She appreciated a break from the daily 
grind at home.  Tara then picked up Julie at the airport near Kampala.   
 
Lake Bonyoni - We drove a couple of hours south and stayed on the 
lake at a place called Bushara Island Camps.  It was a good time to 
relax, go for walks, swim, and just enjoying the quiet. 
 
Queen Elizabeth Park - We went to see some wildlife at one of the most popular national 

parks in Uganda.  We enjoyed a 2 hour boat ride and 
also did a couple of game drives, looking for animals.  
The kids really enjoyed looking at animals out of the 
van’s sunroof.  We saw buffaloes, crocodiles, elephants 
(see photo), impalas, hippos, wart hogs, and several 
different types of deer like things. 
 

Jinga – We went to see the source of the Nile River.  We stayed at a nice resort with a 
pool that the kids really enjoyed swimming in.  The resort also had a kids playground, 
which is the first one we have seen in Uganda so far. 
 
Unstable Region 
The areas around where we live in East Africa (see 
photo) are not very stable.  There always seems to be 
something going on.  To the west of Uganda is the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), where the 
government is battling rebel groups near the Ugandan 
border.  To the north is Sudan, home of the Darfur 
crisis.  To the east is Kenya, which recently has 
experienced violence, killings and looting as a result 
of a disputed presidential election.  In northern 
Uganda battles have been going on for many years 
between the government and the rebel group, Lords 
Resistance Army (LRA).  In western Uganda there 
has been a recent Ebola outbreak.  Fortunately things 
in the area where we live are stable. 
 
Happy New Year  
We hope you all had a good Christmas.  May you all have a wonderful year ahead.  
Thank-you for all of your cards, letters, e-mails, gifts. 
 
Peace, 
The Howards 

 


